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» Every 15 seconds a woman is severely assaulted by her husband or boyfriend. 

 

» Every 14.6 seconds a man is severely assaulted by his wife or girlfriend. 

 

» 35 to over 50% of domestic abuse and/or violence victims are male. 

 

» 10 to 20% of women and 30% of men who assault their partners do it in self-defense. 

 

» Both male and female victims underreport: Only 8 to 10% of female victims and 1 to 2% of male 

victims report to an agency or authority; Only 3% of female victims and 0.4% of male victims 

reported needing to see the doctor as a result of the assault. 

 

» 60% of women who are arrested for domestically abusing their husbands have previous criminal 

records. 

 

» Nearly half of assaults between partners are mutual. 

 

» Women report sticking the first blow more often than men do. 

 

» Women are nearly twice as likely to use a weapon when assaulting an opposite-sex partner than 

men are. 

 

» A Harvard study found that: 1 in 4 women (25%) and 1 in 10 men (11%) have admitted to 

perpetrating violence; 1 in 5 women (19%) and 1 in 6 men (16%) have admitted to becoming a 

victim of domestic violence or abuse; 70% of women are the perpetrators in one-sided violence; 

women are the majority initiators in reciprocal, or two-sided, violence. 

 

» Men assaulted by their partners often: are ignored by police; see their attacker go free; have 

fewer refugees to flee to. 

 

» Domestic abuse is NOT because of “patriarchal dominance” or “male dominance": There’s proof 

that men who value dominance resort to violence less; a 32-nation survey found a link between 

dominance and physical aggression, with the link stronger in female-initiated aggression than 

male-initiated aggression. 

 

» Men are less likely than women to view the assault by their partner as a crime. 

 



» Marriage is the safest relationship to be in: less than 5% of domestic abuse involves intact-

marriage couples. 

 

» Both male and female offenders are more likely to have a personality disorder. 

 

» Only around 2.5% of American males believe that a husband hitting a wife is acceptable; Many 

more people believe that a wife hitting a husband is acceptable. 

 

» Both male and female abusers abuse for very similar reasons. 

 

» Both men and women may have reasons to fear leaving a relationship (and the male one may be 

more common): [For women:] Fear of losing home or financial support [For men:] Fear for 

children’s safety or losing the relationship with their children. 

 

» The “Rule of Thumb” was never real. 

 

» While it may have slightly changed now, the average sentence for a man who killed his wife is 

17.5 years, while the average sentence for a woman who killed her husband is 6.2 years; men 

who murdered their wives have nearly 3 times (2.82) longer sentences than women who murder 

their husbands. 

 

» Mothers who request sole custody receive it 65% more than fathers who request it. 

 

» 71% of children who are murdered by one parent are murdered by their mother. 

 

» 60% of children who are murdered as a result of child abuse are boys. 

 

» A Department of Justice official decried, “We have no evidence to date that VAWA has led to a 

decrease in the overall levels of violence against women.” 
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